
 

August 13, 2020 

 

 
 

 

Sent Via Electronic Communication 

The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 

Governor of Maryland 

State House 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Governor Hogan, 

 
Once again, an unelected health officer is abusing his authority by prohibiting the opening of private and religious 

schools – this time in Anne Arundel County. We appreciate the efforts your administration has taken thus far to prohibit 

these blanket closures. As another county government has decided to use COVID-19 as a tool to declare war on private 

and religious schools, we are again asking that you declare schools essential in Maryland, thus protecting the rights 

of parents and children across our State.    

 

We were happy to see Montgomery County reverse their decision to prohibit the reopening of private and religious 

schools. The edict prohibiting private and religious schools from opening was yet another attempt by teachers unions 

and their allies to make it more difficult for non-union schools to operate in this state. Now it appears that, having lost 

the battle in Montgomery County, the teachers unions are putting pressure on the allies in Anne Arundel County, such 

as County Executive Steuart Pittman, to do their dirty work. Just yesterday, the Anne Arundel County Health Officer, 

Dr. Nilesh Kalyanaraman sent a letter to all private and religious schools in Anne Arundel County prohibiting them 

from reopening and mandating they submit to unnecessary bureaucracy. We believe this violates the stated health policy 

of the State of Maryland that prohibits the blanket closure of non-public schools as, according to Dr. Kalyanaraman’s 

letter, these private and religious schools must remain closed until given approval to open.   

 

In order to reopen, private and religious schools must submit a COVID-19 safety plan to the Anne Arundel County 

Department of Health 14 days prior to reopening, and that plan must be approved by the department. If schools are 

already open, they have been given three days from the receipt of Dr. Kalyanaraman’s letter. The timing of this new 

action is highly suspect, the prospect of school reopening has been a part of all reopening conversations since the shut-

down in March. The Maryland Board of Education’s Recovery Plan for Education was released in June. In an August 

3rd article in the Capital Gazette, Dr. Kalyanaraman talked about discussing reopening plans with private schools in 

Anne Arundel County, and the Health Department spokeswoman, Elin Jones, said the county had made no decision to 

restrict private schools from deciding for themselves.  

 

One has to ask, what has happened in the last 10 days to make the county completely reverse course and abruptly 

prohibit private and religious schools from reopening at this late date? Whatever these motivations are, they certainly 

cannot be attributed to the County’s COVID-19 infection rate – it currently sits at 2.51% and has been on a downward 

trajectory for more than ten days. In fact, an August 11th article in the Capital Gazette pointed to the improving COVID-

19 metrics could open a pathway for public schools to reopen in the fall. It the improving metrics cited include; “lower 

hospitalizations, flattened use of the ICU and a rate of spread at about 1.0, meaning the growth of infection is neutral.” 

 

It does not appear that any actual metrics will be used to determine if private and religious schools will be permitted to 

open.  The requirements in the letter are, at best, vague. If the goal was truly to allow these schools to reopen safely, 

one would think there would be clear and concise requirements. Otherwise they are merely restrictions for restrictions 

sake.  
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In his letter, Dr. Kalyanaraman lays out vague and arbitrary conditions that must be met for schools to open safely. The 

first condition is “rate of cases in the community must be low enough to minimize the risk of school based 

transmission.” Dr. Kalyanaraman fails to give any type of definition of what “low enough” is, so one could assume it is 

whatever is dictated by those who oppose private and religious schools reopening.  

 

The second condition cited in the letter is a “well thought out plans for in-person instruction need to be developed and 

put into place including testing and contact tracing strategies.” There is no clear guidance in this letter as to what these 

plans must include.  

 

We know that Dr. Kalyanaraman, by his own comments in media reports, had been working with private and religious 

schools on their reopening plants. It is highly suspect that he is suddenly ignorant of their plans and unaware that they 

have spent countless hours and a lot of money to ensure that students and staff are safe upon reopening. While he may 

be experiencing politically-induced amnesia at the behest of Mr. Pittman and his allies in the teacher’s union, we know 

that the administrations of these private and religious schools and the parents of those children attending care far more 

about their student’s safety than any unelected bureaucrat who would review said plans.  Demanding the submission 

and approval of safety plans for each and every private and religious school is absurd, and it is a burden not put on any 

other private establishment.   

 

It is abundantly clear that these last-minute restrictions on public schools are all about politics and not public health. 

While we are sure that Dr. Kalyanaraman is doing the best he can to be an honest steward of health policy, he is put in 

a difficult position and forced to do the dirty work of those who would prefer private and religious schools never reopen, 

those who owe their political lives of Maryland’s powerful teachers’ unions.  

 

We are again reaffirming our request that you continue to do all you can to protect the rights of parents and children 

across this state to attend the school of their choosing and declare education essential in Maryland.  

 

 

.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

                    Nic Kipke                                Kathy Szeliga 

                           Minority Leader                  Minority Whip 

  


