
 

December 11, 2012 

 

The Honorable Martin O’Malley 

Governor of Maryland 

State House 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Dear Governor O’Malley, 

 

As we are sure you will agree, in these tough economic times where our citizens are struggling 

to make ends meet, it is critical that taxpayer dollars are used with care. This is even more 

important in a year when Maryland’s citizens have been subjected to an income tax increase 

and may be facing an increase in the state gas tax as well as other federal and local tax 

increases in the near future. That is why we read with concern recent media accounts of 

Maryland taxpayer dollars being use to fund trips you took in your capacity as Chairman of the 

Democratic Governor’s Association (DGA).  

 

We realize your position as Chairman of the DGA and other national political activities 

required travel.  However, the use of taxpayer dollars to cover travel and security for you to 

attend political events across the country does not, in our view, constitute the most responsible 

use of taxpayer dollars. While the amounts may be relatively small compared to Maryland’s 

$638 million budget deficit, we feel that spending $8,000 in taxpayer money to cover the costs 

of your staff members to attend and an additional $100,000 of taxpayer money for your 

security detail does not send the right message to the citizens of Maryland. 

 

We in no way dispute the need for you as the Governor of Maryland to have a protection detail 

with you at all times, regardless of the nature of your travel.  Nevertheless, we view the use of 

over $100,000 in taxpayer dollars for these trips to be inappropriate, particularly in these 

austere fiscal times.  

 

Therefore, we believe it is incumbent upon you to reimburse the State of Maryland, and by 

extension the taxpayers, for any costs associated with your travel to political events. Whether it 

be the DGA or your personal campaign funds either is a more appropriate source than the well-

worn pockets of Maryland taxpayers.  

 

We thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of this matter and look forward to 

your timely response. 

Sincerely, 

 

     

Anthony J. O’Donnell             Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio                                                                                     

Minority Leader     Minority Whip 

 

 

                                                                                                                    


