
 

February 12, 2010 

 

 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 

Speaker of the House 

State House, H-101 

Annapolis, MD 21401 – 1991 

 

The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. 

President of Senate 

State House, H-107 

Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

 

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President –  

 

 As we’re sure you are aware, the chairmen of the budget committees in the House and 

Senate have taken an unprecedented step and have offered our caucus a “formal opportunity” to 

present budget proposals.  We look forward to presenting some constructive ideas that address 

Maryland’s fiscal challenges.   

 

 In our communication with the budget chairmen, we asked that the leadership of the 

majority party as well as the presiding officers also be invited to participate in this meeting with 

a charge similar to the one laid out to the minority leaders.  We hope you will take advantage of 

this opportunity to present your own vision of addressing Maryland’s immediate and future fiscal 

deficits and also include your plans to reduce spending or raise additional revenues.  As we 

expressed to the budget chairmen, if decisions or recommendations made during this budget 

cycle have the effect of locking in future tax increases, we believe it is appropriate for such 

effects to be disclosed now and not hidden from public scrutiny.  We believe that this meeting is 

the perfect opportunity for the majority party’s ideas and visions to receive a thorough public 

vetting and consideration as well.   

 

 Given both parties’ recent and ongoing efforts to expand openness and transparency in 

the legislative process, it is imperative that the public be invited and encouraged to testify at this 

meeting as well.  We are certain that Maryland’s citizens would be eager to participate and share 

their vision as to how their hard-earned money is spent. 

 

 It is in the spirit of bipartisanship that we ask you to pursue participation as presenters in 

this meeting.  As the budget chairmen said in their original invitation to us, we need and want to 

work together to protect the best interests of the people of Maryland and continue our long-term 

financial stability. 

 

 We look forward to your response as we work together on behalf of the citizens of 

Maryland. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anthony J. O’Donnell       Christopher B. Shank 

House Minority Leader      House Minority Whip 


