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Western Maryland Legislators Protest  
Torrential Downpour of Tax & Fee Increases 

  
Frederick, Md. – Western Maryland Republicans gathered with business owners and citizens Monday 
July 1, at a Frederick Shell Station to protest the virtual downpour of tax increases heaped on them by 
Governor Martin O’Malley, most notably the significant increase in the gas tax.  
 
Starting July 1, Marylanders will begin paying an unprecedented gas tax increase. The gas tax increases 
from 23.5 cents to 27 cents and then increases each year thereafter. By 2015, the tax per gallon of gas will 
increase from the June 30, 2013 23.5 cents per gallon (the 29th highest in the nation) to 41.5 cents a gallon 
(the 5th highest in the nation).  Adding insult to injury, also beginning in 2015, the gas tax will 
automatically increase with inflation, without any oversight or approval from the General Assembly. 
Jurisdictions required to institute a rain tax were required to have that tax in place by July 1 as well.  
 
“This isn’t just one tax,” commented Del. Kelly Schulz (Frederick) “Over the past seven years it has been 
tax increase after tax increase. Today, it’s beginning of the never-ending gas tax. Some areas of our state 
will be hit with the rain tax as well. These new taxes will have detrimental effects on small business 
owners in Maryland. Increased fuel costs and additional taxes and fees will break their backs and force 
them to close their doors or relocate. We can’t afford to lose them” 
 
“During the 2013 Session, Republicans offered other solutions to these problems that would not further 
burden taxpayers,” said Del. Justin Ready (Carroll), “but Democrats said ‘no’ and chose to continue 
fueling their tax and spend addiction.”  
 
Over the course of the O’Malley-Brown Administration, transit projects have been given priority over 
highway projects. According to the Department of Legislative Services, 48% of transportation dollars 
were spent on transit; while a mere 24% was spent on highways.  
 



“Maryland families are getting hammered enough,” shared Senator David Brinkley (Frederick). “Clearly, 
there is a transportation funding issue. However we can’t continue to subsidize mass transit at the expense 
of everything else, particularly when it’s so easy for Marylanders to drive across the border to fill up their 
tanks.” 
 
Virginia’s gas tax was eliminated during their legislative session earlier this year. That repeal took effect 
on July 1 as well. But for Marylanders, the worst of this gas tax increase is yet to come.  
  
“The Democrats were very smart when they passed this bill,” said Delegate Kathy Afzali (Frederick). 
“They planned this tax so the worst of these increases will be seen after the 2014 elections.” 
 
“It would be different if this was the only tax hike we had seen in the last several years,” said Delegate 
Michael Hough “But since 2007, the O’Malley/Brown Administration has hit Maryland’s taxpayers with 
more than 70 increases in taxes, fees, and tolls during a major economic downturn. The revenue-greedy 
legacy of the O’Malley/Brown Administration will last long beyond 2014.” 
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